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UNITED STATES SECRET SERVICE 
Washington is, d.c 

January 6, 1364 



i'.-. J. Las Rankin 
Ctnc-ral Counnsl 
President's Commission on tho 
A-sassinatlon of Praalaent Kennedy 
Washington. 0. C. 



Dear )Jr. Rankin < 



Reference is made to your letter of December 30, 1963. Tl» second 
paragraph requostad Information concerning. the handling of the Presi- 
dential automobile since November 22, 1963. 



Kbon the President was taken from tho Prasidential car (SS 1C0-X) 

'to tho Parkland Hospital, the car remained at the emergency entrance 
of the hospital under tho supervision of Special Agent Samuel A. Kinney. 
During its stay there the "Bubble Top" and the leatherette convertible 
cover were placed on tho car by SA Kinney and SA George W. Hickey and a 
member of the Dallas Police Department. After the official party left 
the hospital, SS 100-X was driven to Love Air Field by SA Hickey and 
the car was placed aboard an Air Force C-130 for the flight to Washington. 
During this flight Special Agents Kinney and Hickey remained with the car 
In tho plane. 



Car 100-X arrived at Andrews Air Force Base, Washington, at 8 p^a.. 
Mo venber 22. It was driven from Andrews under police escort to the 
•Vhita House garage by SA Kinney, accompanied by SA Charles Taylor of 
the Washington Field Office. When the car arrived at the garage at 
9 p.m., it was turned over to SA Morgan Glee In charge of Secret Service 
vehicles at tho White House garage. Tbe entire car was then covered 
A'ivn a large sheet of plastic by SA Gies and two special agents fro© the 
Washington Field Office were a a signed to guard tho car. These special 
agents were Instructed that no one was to approach the car or touch it 
until clearance was had fro© supervisory personnel of the Secret Service. 
The only access to the car permitted thereafter, until the guards were 
removed on Novccber 24, was to Deputy Chief Fatemi and the party with 
him and later to the FBI search team, both sectioned below. 

There is attached a copy of a report of SA Charles Taylor of the 
Washington rield Office concerning the security measures surrounding 
tha car and the activity at the White House garage in connection with 
the search of the vehicle. 
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There is also attached a copy of the sheets of the log book of 
the Khite House garage for the period 1iC5 a .a., November 23, 1963 , 

(the last prior entry on that log was 3*40 p.m., November 22, 1963) 
through November 23, 1963, reflecting the entry of the FBI soarch team 
and the workmen of the Arlington Glass Company 0*oveaber 26, 1963). 

This log identifies those persons admitted to the garage during this 
period, except for those with Secret Service or fthite House credentials. 

SA William Greer, who was driving the car at tho time of the 
assassination, states that he did not notice any damage to the windshield 
on the drive to the hospital, 

SA Hickey, who drove the car from Parkland Hospital to Love Field 
said that ho noticed some slight damage to the windshield on the drive 
to the airport, but that the damage was not extensive enough to affect 
his vision.* The windshield, in the area around the damage, vres spattered 
with dobris. Howevor, SA Hickey noticed upon the arrival in f/ashington 
and at the White House garage the "spidering" had increased and the 
damage to the windshield was more noticeable. 

SA Kinney, who drove the car from Andrews Air Field to the White 
House garage, stated that he noticed very little damage to the windshield 
when he was loading it on the plane; that the damage was more noticeable 
when he arrived at the garage but that it was not so extensive oc to 
affect his driving from the air field. 



Special Officer Davis of the Secret Service anc SA Gi ss si* -d c.\us 
they noticed tine damage to the windshield when the car arrived a* the 
garage, that both of them ran their hands over the outside surface of 
the windshield and found it to bo smooth and unbroken, anc chat the 
damage to the windshield was entirely on the inside surface. Both 
prerent when the windshield was removed from the car by the Ariir.g'.or. 
Sulass Company and noticed that the removal caused the era cm in c..c 
L glass to lengthen, but tho outside surface still remained unbroken ar.c 
t there is no hole or crack through the windshield. ^ 



Special Agent Gies has viewed the photographs of the windshielc 
taken by the F3I and state3 that the damage noticeable to the V/.c.-.osi-J Laid 
when it W3S first brought into tho garage was net as extensive a* the 
damage reflected in this photograph; i .e . , tha crac<c . - - ■ -ot c: 
apparent. Apparently there was only a small spiderweb-: ice damuce 
visible on the inside of the windshield when the car / - . t .j’l - - V 
is of the opinion that tho temperature changes involve _ .... : 

from Dallas, the temperature change and tho vibration free: orivlr.g inn 
car from Andrews Air Field tc the ffhlta House garage, :r.c cc.er. : : sttrtng 
of the car in the wars teraporature of the White House ctr. _• i 
sibla for the change in the appearance of the damaged crc.. cf rhe wind- 
shield visible in tho photograph taken by tho FBI. The photograph is 
attached and labeled as Exhibit I. 



In a photograph attached and labeled Exhibit 2, taken by the FBI, 
there is a dent in the chrome topping of the windshield. Just above 
the attachment of the rear view mirror to the top of the windshield 
frame* SA Gies , who was responsible for the care and maintenance of 
this vehicle, believes that this damage was on this car prior to 
S November 22, 1963, and it is his recollection that the damage was done 
•; in New York at the Empire Garage (Unco In-Mercury Dealer) on November 1, 

Gics thinks the damage was done while he and employees of the Empire 
* Garage were removing the "header" on the leatherette top to make repairs 
to the crank which secures the convertible top in place on this vehicle. 

If this was the case, no effort was made to repair the dent prior to the 
assassination. 

Mr. Paul Michel, Service Director of the Empire Garage, who was 
present and assisted during those repairs, in an interview said that he 
did not remembor that any damage occurred during these repairs but that 
it is very possible that it could have happened as a crank had broken 
off in the area. The repairs were done hastily since the car was needed 
to transport the President, and this slight damage night have gone un- 
noticed by him. It nay be significant to stent ion here that this photo- 
graph accentuates the damage. This indentation is so slight that it 
could pass mnoticed in ordinary viewing of the area, especially since 
the sunvisors, being in a horizontal position most of the time, would 
frequently cut out the view of this portion of the frame. 

Upon his arrival at the White House shortly after 9 p.m., on 
November 22, SA Kinney advised Assistant Special Agent ir. Charge Floyd 
So ring that he noticed what appeared to be a piece of bone or tissue on 
the floor of the rear of the car near the ’jump* seat. Deputy Chief of 
the Secret Service Paul Patemi and ASAIC Boring went to the office of 
Admiral Bu rkley, the President's physician at the White House, and 
requested Chief Petty Of fleers William Martirvell and Thcnas Mills of 
Doctor Berkley's office to accompany them to the White House garage at 
about 10 p.m., where they removed the plastic covering the car. They 
then recovered a three-inch triangular section of skull. Martincll 
also recovered what was apparently a quantity of brain tissue from the 
back scat of the car. In running his hands over the front cushion of 
the automobile. Deputy Chief Patemi found a metallic fragment in the 
front scat in the area between left and right front seats* A second 
metallic fragment was found by Mills on the floor in front of the right 
front seat. Both of theso fragments were turned over to the FBI for 
their ballistics examination and are mentioned as Exhibits Q2 and Q3 
in the ballistics report made by the FBI addressed to the Chief of Police 
of Dallas on November 23, 1963. 

** i a.m., November 23, 1963, Deputy Chief Patemi arranged for a 
team of r^I agents to examine the Presidential limousine for evidence 
relating to the shooting. This team was comprised of special agents 
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C f the FBI Orrin H. Bartlett, Charles L. Killiam, Cortlandt Cunningham, 
Robert A. Frazer, and Walter E. Thooas. No report of their examination 
was furnished to the Secret Service; however, the ballistics report 
mentioned above also contains a statement "evidence obtained by FBI 
laboratory personnel during examination c f the Presidents limousine. 

Q14, three metal fragments recovered from rear floor board carpet. 

Q15, scraping from inside surface of windshield.” 

No report has been received by the Secret Service from the FBI 
covering the damage to the windshield nor the damage to the chrome on 
the windshield frame. Neither SA Greer nor ASAIC iCelieman, who were 
riding in the front seat at the time the shots were fired, recall 
noticing any fragments striking or ricocheting from the windshield 

or the windshield frame. 

< 

Late Saturday afternoon, November 23, SA Gies requested permission 
of Deputy Chief Patemi to clean the blood from the back seat and the 
floor of the car at the earliest possible mcment . Ke W3s advised that 
this permission would be granted when the FBI search bean and the 
Protective Research Section had completed their examination and sufficient 
photographs had beon secured. On Sunday, November 24, SA Gies requested 
Deputy Chief Patemi for permission to begin to clean up tho car since 
the odor from the car was becoming offensive. This permission was granted 
after clearance from FBI. Late Sunday evening, November 24, the guards 
were removed from the vehicle and SA Gies and Special Officer Davis and 
White House Police Officer Hutch began to remove the blood stains and the 
debris from the car. At that time tlrre were still fragments of bone 
and hair in the debris of the car which had not been removed by the FBI 
search team. Thore were frequent attempts in tho subsequent days to 
further remove the cdor-causing material in the car; and until approxi- 
mately one week subsequent to the first cleaning, the cdor in the car 
was still evident. Color photographs depicting tho condition of mis^ 
car on its arrival at the White House garage are attached - (Exhibit 3). 

When, or. Sunday afternoon, November 25, 1963, Chief patemi in- 
structed SA Gies to do whatever was necessary to clean the car to make 
it available, SA Gies understood this to mean to do whatever was 
necessary to place the car in operating condition. He instructed 
F. V. Ferguson of the Ford Motor Company to arrange for the replacement 
of the windshield. The windshield was replaced on November 2d by 
personnel from the Arlington Glass Company. SA Davis was present 
during the removal of the windshield and verifies that this was carried 
out as described by Mr. Ferguson ir. his memoranda!: of December 1, 1963. 

SA Gies was also present part of the time while the windshield was being 



The windshield was stored at the Secret Service storeroom in the 
V.’hite House garage. This room Is always kept locked and the garage is 
under the 24-hour supervision and control of the h'hitc House Police. 
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The windshield will to kept available for examination by repre^ - 
scntativcs of the Commission if such an examination is considered ^ 
necessary. 

Since the assassination, the car has never boon 
t v B Oros'dent It was kept at the White House garage until fcctcbet 2., 
r the car was driven by Ford Motor Company employee, /augnr. 

? e r gus ont ^ t o^ the *Erv ; inc c r lng Search Division of tbe^ord Motor Car 
Company, Dearborn, Michigan, for the purpose of re-designing 
Bubble Top. 

0n ^"the*! ir~' of ^He ss^and^isenharot^ 2 custom designers at 

C^rcinnati for' the manufacture and installation of a bullet-re si star.. 
»Se li;." At this writing, the car is still at the Hess and 

Eiscnhardt Company. 

tv. tMrd -aracrach of your letter requested to be advised of the 
c-stSce^ 5 1v2S£»5 S investigative materials relative to our 

r.KLW ISSStSl of th. fnvoo. loau.n o.o. of ^ 

rev loo all these reports and to furnish the Commission cop^e-^. 
considered oertinent to the investigation. Therca.te., * "*?!* ° r f 
your staff coy wish to review the remaining reports an d to extrac.f - 
^flles any additional reports which your staff considers cs.en..al. 

t -.'-le'-t this procedure because, as you know, in a file of this 
J-reS^S m^y sports of investigative leads "hi* have teen run 
out "and found to have had no basis or contain only adcin.stra.ive in- 
<-j which the Comitteo would have no interest. Howe ye., 
iSSSVt all information in the hands of the 5«tr«t_S0rvic. Is 

available for review by any cantor of your sta.f, and is ou. 

lo be as cooperative and as helpful as possible . 

c-.w V ^ re v, as a ro ll of colored film ta’/en by an amateur pho*o- 
gracher showing the actual assassination, and ajecl 
lecret Service agents which shows the assassinatiCT s«ne =n^tha - 

The se f i ins would be of interest to the Committee and will oc made 
available to the Cosnittce upon request. 



Sincerely yours. 



Zr.c losures 
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